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authored numerous fictions like, ‘Clear Light of Day’, In Custody, X
Custody” published in 1984 is a narrative about language politics which | g
beautifully depicts even the decay of language. There is a concern and
Iﬂme_m over the loss and ruin of Urdu language. The main theme is that
of a journey in which the protagonist Deven Sharma, a Hindi lecturer in
Lala Ram College in Mirpore travels to Delhi to interview his all- time

favourite living legend of Urdu poetry Nur Shahjehanabadi.

Anita Diesail 1z 0o of Indiice foammeeotaees: mm X

The novel brings together the status of Urdu which had once
been a court language and had flourished because of royal patronage
but consequently due to the impact of various factors the language is
deteriorating. The main reasons are: language politics, dominance of
mainstream language, socio-religious factors etc. As a result of these
reasons Urdu has become the language of one particular community.
Marginalization of Urdu has been carried out systematically which has
added upto the process of deterioration. The process of marginalization
is one in which some classes, groups; communities are pushed to the
margins because of dominant forces. Language is considered.as, an
important medium of communication. While, literature may be defined

as creative representation of language. It depicts life with the help of
language in an artistic manner.

This novel centers on the tragic-comic life of Deven Sharma
who lives in Mirpore, a small town near Delhi, with his wife Sarla and
their son Manu. Deven is a lecturer who temporarily teaches Hindi,
while his true passion lies in the almost diminishing Urdu poetry. His
childhood friend Murad, who works as the editor of an Urdu journal
‘Awaaz’ who offers him to do a feature with Nur, the greatest living
Urdu poet. The thought of doing an interview with a poet as great as
Nur creates a kind of illusion in the mind of Deven who thinks that this
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: Initially he mobilizes his vocal chords for the purpose of protect
Mﬁmﬁwﬁm‘msuﬂmn&vmﬂ“mhnm*.

* With the rise of National Socialism, Oskar finds himself more and more isolated. He lost
his mother, friend Herbert and the Jewish toy merchant Markus. He left with his drum as his
only comfort. Oskar finds it very difficult to grow in the Nazi society after Jan Bronski’s
execution, Maria, his first love, compensates for much of his emotional disarray, until she too
is snalched away [rom him by his father Matzarath. She gives birth to a son, Kurt who Oskar
swears is his own child. Oskar joins Bebra's theatre, a touring company of dwarfs providing
enteriainment for German soldiers. He determined 1o return from the front for his son’s third
birthday in order to present him with a drum. Bul Kurt however rejects him and Oskar
rationalizes this as his own rejection of Matzarath. Matzarath’s death and hs funeral
coincides with the German capitulation. Oskar resumed his growth and buried his drum.
After a long period of deprivation, he retums to his drum and becomes successful as a
professional Jazz drummer.

But loneliness and fear of life haut him more relentlessly than ever. He has himself locked
up in a mental asylum and unfortunately for him, he is acquitted at the end of the novel. The
first question rises on a symbolic level concerns Oskar's stature why is he a crippled dwarf?
He informs the readers that he decided 1o interrupt his growth in order 1o keep adulis at a
distance.

As an infant he has already seen through the moral bankruptcy of his parents so that his
stature represents a deliberate act of protest and a refusal to adopt his surroundings even
physically. The drum as a symbol is Oskar’s medium for art and also medium for protest.
Grass here chooses a toy drum and the tny sound of his protest in no way reflecis on its
quality but it sheds some light on his efficacy. Oskar is still concerned with testing God's
power by his symbolical drumming contest but Jesus fails him by not drumming and he
deduces from this disappointment that the role of protest is reserved for him alone. ° °

The four skirts that Oskar's grandmother Anna wears symbolize sexual experiences as
well as escape [rom responsibility. His grandfather uses Anna’s skirts (o hide from police and
for sexual pleasure where as Oskar uses it 10 hide from responsibilities. The Broken glass as a
symbol expresses Oskar's rage. Later he uses his ability to break glass to force people to do
what he wants. Next nurses symbolize safety and comfort for Oskar as he has spent a greal
deal of time in hospital as a result he has developed a fascination for any woman in nurse

uniform. Fizz powder is an old type of candy that Oskar can remember seeing around before
Second World War. The Nazi pin in which by swallowing it Oskar’s father dies is a symbol

~ and allegory for what Grass thinks about postwar German society.
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[rightening force, power of personality. The present play Party’ ol

“example for this genre of writing as it . Sy M ACHEnC R
features of the comedy of menace employs all the techniques of the genre and also has the by
The play consists of three acts and is set in a sea side town. The play opens with the S

'
f
A

i

bnardinglﬁu::. t'}'uire: :ﬁﬁmﬁ.“g Petey who are husbmd_ and wife and they run a
rmiinet Sl of visitors 1o their boarding house but unfortunately they
: y one person that is Stanley. The character of Meg is really startling and vague as she
1S ﬂi*j'ﬂ?ﬂ mn mﬂﬁlmfﬂ and she is worried about their business. She cares (oo much about her
cooking through which she wanis to please people. Meg is always found questioning Petey
and Stanley about various things and often we find that they are not that interested to talk to
her but she continuously interrogates them and talks with them.

Meg who is in her sixties is flirting with Stanley who is in his thirties. This is quile
astonishing as she is more concemed about him and his priorities than her husband. She
wants to keep him close to her and also takes better care of him. At the mention of his new
job she is disturbed and insists him to stay with her. Meg cannot tolerate (he moving away of
Stanley and therefore she is hurt. But on the other hand Stanley is irritated by the behaviour
of Meg and he hopes to escape from the boarding house. .

When she mentions that there will be visitors to their house Stanley is startled because
he had never expected any visitors, Meg says thal two gentlemen are going to arrive that day
and hence she has to go to shopping. But Stanley doesn’t believe that someone can visit and
therefore questions her which she explains how they met and collected information aboul the
boarding house from Peley the previuus day. At this point Stanley starts 10 feel afraid as he
expecis that something is not right and some disaster is going to happen.

The drama clearly depicts the progression of the story as it moves from a calm
atmosphere to that of disturbance and confusion. The play represents the tension, conflict and
suspicion which is going to disturb the entire harmony of the story. The genre of comedy of
menace is effectively brought out in the play. The character of Stanley appears as an
important character as he is often found floctuating and suffers at the end of the play. He
foresees the people who are expected to come because for a long time there had never been
any visilors and certainly the people are not common people and he thinks that may be they
are coming to look for Stanley. So he tries (o Wwarm and influence over the decision of Meg
but she is not ready to listen to any of his words. :

Slﬂh]ﬁ]d‘ is nol a stable character as his slalements are nol that l:ﬂﬂ‘lfiﬁl:iﬂg, he doesn’t
stick 10 his statements. Meg is impressed the way he plays the piano but he has altogether
stopped playing it and when she asks him to play the piano he rejects it saying that he has got
a new job in a night club in Berlin. He exaggerates on his concerts around the world but in
reality he has not given any such concerts. This shows how he tries to mislead Meg and how.

he tries 10 impress her. Even the readers are led in the path of confusion as there is no clear
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suppression of tribal people by the hands of upper class people.

* There lies another tribe called Bono he escapes to the city because he could not
tolerate the humiliations of Munabar. After coming back to the tribe he gives in detail
‘explanation about the corruption which is set in the town from a contractor to the government
‘officials. There in the town also the labourers are shown gun and their daily wages are
snatched. This represents that being tribes they cannot survive anywhere.

The slaves of the village are called by different names like Kamiya, Seokia, Beth-
Begar and so on. They don’t have rice to eat it is meant only during the time of festivals.
Many of thr government officials make survey and they leave but the tribes are aware of their
survey and marks that there will be no development by their survey.

As it is said that women will suffer two-fold suppression which is like being a tribe
and on the other hand as a woman Douloti stands as a best example for the exploitation of the
whole tribe and woman. Douloti pays her whole life by the shattered experience ol
prostitution for the bond slavery loan of three hundred rupees. Douloti was tricked by the
words of marriage by the lord Paramananda. He misguides Ganori in the name of Rama and
Gandhi mission of Delhi. He snatches the ignorance of whole tribe and takes Douloti to the
world of prostitution. She unwillingly turns to be a Kamiya whore by intaking many clients
per day. ;

Douloti was taken away from her tribe she went in the bus for the first time in her life.
There Paramananda takes her to room and brings her all the needy things. She dreamt of her
marriage but on the next day she was sold as a whore to Latia. Latia was a man of lust hunger
no other woman could tolerate his manhood excepl Harijan woman as they are believed to be
strong. Douloti becomes the victim of his manhood and dies as a deceased one.

Douloti was taken to the house of Rampiyari and made a prostitute of Latia. He takes
complete authorily of Douloti and no one was allowed (o see her. He was a contractor and-
much money although she served as a companion of Latia her charm did not fade for a long
time. Latia had a priority to walk naked in the house of Rampiyari everyone was afraid ol
him. On the next day Douloti was sitting naked at the feet of Latia but lord Paramananda
didn’t give a look at the poor girl. Here we could notice how the innocence was shattered by
the vested interest of the people like Paramananda.

As the days rolled on Douloti was still serving as the companion of Latia. Once she
goes out 1o see the broken fair there she meets the Bono uncle and expresses all her
_ grievances in front of him but Bono was also helpless. After coming back Laua beats her

lessly as she went to see the broken fair. Latia says (o Rampiyari that the Harijan girl 1
: an intellect when she asked him 1o give her money separately.
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: 5 ilic creation of
e North Indian locality recollects the procedure in which nation fmmingmmmﬂfgf‘
making of nationhood. Idealization of historical episodes, religions, and linguistic traditions.
are the basis for an organic ideology of nationhood that mirrors the representativeness of a
nation or national claim.

The novel reflects the various challenges and issues reflecting the process of
decolonization, nationhood and nationalism. Seth examines significant national issues with
political coloring in the post independent era, the effects of the partition, the persistence of
old traditions, the issues of land reform and the anticipated progress as a nalion.

Vikram Seth’s A Suitable Boy, despite being the story of a Mother’s aspiration to find
a suitable husband for her daughter be sets narratives of the making of a nation- the post-
independent India. The novel includes themes - the political in the personal, prejudice and
forgiveness, conflict amidst social group and families, changing social norms unexpected
violence, and inter-generational connectedness.

The novel is set in the early 1950s in Brahmapur a fictional town. The novel concerns
the fortunes and trails of four elite families over the course of 18 months: the mehras, the
Kopoors, the Chatterjis and the Khans, It especially focuses on the plight of 19 year old Lata
Mehra, a student at the local Brahmpur University. Throughout the novel Lata must decide if
she+is willing to marry the young Muslim man whom she loves, And thus defy her stem,
wealthy Hindu mother, Mrs. Rupa Mehra. The arranged marriages have been the norm across
India. Lata is starting to feel that she can choose for hersell who her husband should be.

Il the Mehras and Kapoons represent the Hindu middle class of North India, the
Nawab of Bailar stands for feudal Muslim aristocracy. The novel begins with Savita's
marriage one of the daughters of Mrs. Rupa Mehra in 1950 and ends with Lata’s marriage in
1952. As the novel concludes, Lata Mehra finally makes her decision. That she will nol marry
Kabir. Instead, she marries another “Suitable Boy”. Seth uses Hindu and Muslim characters
in pairs-Kabir and Haresh, Maan and Rasheed, Kapoor and the Nawab. The chnm-::tEFS nt‘!he
novel present a certain “Double Vision™ at the wake of the process of decnlnni?minfi in lnd!u.

This paper talks about the novel as a secular narrative of the Indian nation, which
draws much:on Jawaharlal Nehru's nationalist text, The Discovery of India. In lhl_s novel a
Cultural Interpretation of 1950s nationhood, the idea of a ‘Strong India’, based in part of
liberal progressivism, is strongly endorsed. x

Seth has absorbed the difficulties and shocks and sustained by the p:ocudn}s
generation of Indian writers in English and has given back something wonderful in return in
A Suitable Boy. Seth’s novel has an explicit political theme.

Chaithra M R, Lecturer of English, Department of Englishm, DVS College of Arts & Science
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